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Agnostic—from Greek: “without knowledge.”

 Agnostics claim that we cannot know if there is a God.

Atheist—from Greek: “without god.”

 Atheists deny that God exists. -

Freethinker 
Many atheists and agnostics consider them selves “freethinkers” 

who have “freethought.”  
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Humanist 
Humanists (or “secular humanists”) are atheists and agnostics 

who advance human values in society.  -

  

-

Materialist
Materialists believe that matter is all that exists. -

-

Naturalist
Naturalists base their beliefs upon science and they do not look to 

philosophy to justify that belief

Skeptic 
Skeptics are skeptical, particularly about the supernatural.

_________________________________

Note a common thread through the above terms.  Agnostics, 

atheists, freethinkers, materialists, naturalists, and skeptics look to hu-

man reason—such as to science—for knowledge, answers, and how 

to live.  Agnostics at least favor human reason over other sources of 

knowledge (such as religious texts).  The others fully reject all sources 

of knowledge other than human reason.  
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not both.  That does not stop some people from switching back and 

forth between the two terms to describe their own position.  Many 

(most?) agnostics and atheists also consider themselves to be a free-

thinker, humanist, materialist, naturalist, and skeptic.

_________________________________

 The following terms describe Christians.  It is important that 

we not confuse these terms with any of the previous terms in this 

glossary.  Some of these Christians have saving faith in Jesus.  

 All teachings that go against biblical doctrine are a danger to 

the faith.  Evolution is especially dangerous, since evolution, if taken 

to its logical conclusion, destroys the Christian faith.  If God used evo-

lution to create, then God is the source of evil, since God used a billion 

2021 LSI Journal2 and the video “Part 3 —Did God Use Evolution to 

Create?”3

Theistic Evolutionist
Theistic evolutionists believe that God used evolution to create.  

Old Earth Creationist

-

.
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